TONBRIDGE & MALLING BOROUGH COUNCIL
JOINT TRANSPORTATION BOARD
09 March 2020

Report of the Director of Street Scene, Leisure & Technical Services

Part 1- Public
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ON-STREET PARKING FEES AND CHARGES

Summary
This report seeks approval to progress a formal consultation exercise with
regard to on-street parking fees and charges across the Borough.

Introduction

At the October 2019 meeting of the Street Scene and Environment Services
Advisory Board Members considered and recommended to Cabinet a number of
proposed changes to on-street parking fees and charges.

The proposed charges are detailed in the advertisement shown at Annex 1, and
Members will note the proposed introduction of a rising scale of charges for those
parking more than two cars in the road.

At the 6™ January 2020 meeting of the Council’s Cabinet the proposed on street
charges were approved for consultation, setting in-train the processes for the
making of appropriate Traffic Regulation Orders.

The Borough Council carries out parking enforcement under an Agency
agreement with Kent County Council by way of a Traffic Regulation Order, under
the terms of the Road Traffic Act 1988 (and its amendments), the Road Traffic
Regulation Act 1984 and the Traffic Management Act 2004.

The statutory process for making a Traffic Regulation Order requires that the
Council undertakes a formal consultation on the proposed changes, and is
described in the Local Authorities Traffic Orders (Procedures)(England and
Wales) 1996.

The agreed forum for the promotion of a new on-street Traffic Regulation Order
and the consideration of any objections is the Joint Transportation Board.

Proposed Charges — Formal Consultation

As part of the formal consultation process, the following actions will be
progressed, inviting comments or objections;
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notices will be placed in each on-street Pay & Display area by each pay and
display machine;

adverts will be placed in the local media;
letters will be sent to every Member of this Council;
letters will be sent to all statutory consultees (Police, Fire, Bus operators etc.); and

the consultation documents will be placed “on-deposit” for inspection at the
Council Offices in Kings Hill and at Tonbridge Castle.

The consultation documents will also be placed on the Council’s website, and in
line with the Council’s new Digital Strategy residents will be able to respond online
for the first time.

Timetable

It is proposed that formal consultation will start on 13™" March for 21 days, finishing
on 5™ April 2020.

The responses to this consultation will be analysed and fully reported to the June
2020 meeting of this Board. The Board will make recommendations to the
Borough Council’'s Cabinet. Subject to Cabinet, and the Sealing of the Order by
Kent County Council, the revised charges should be introduced in mid-July 2020.

Legal Implications

The powers allowing the Borough Council to carry out parking management
activity are contained in the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, supplemented by
formal agreement with Kent County Council as the Local Highway Authority, in
respect of its powers under the Traffic Management Act 2004. In particular,
section 122 of the Road Traffic Regulation 1984 Act imposes a general duty on
local authorities exercising functions under the Act to secure the expeditious,
convenient and safe movement of vehicular and other traffic (including
pedestrians) and the provision of safe and adequate parking facilities on and off
the highway.

Changes to parking charges are made via an Amendment Orders to the Council's
on and off-street parking Traffic Regulation Orders, using the procedures set out
in the Local Authorities’ Traffic Orders (Procedure) (England and Wales)
Regulations 1996.

Financial and Value for Money Considerations

The review of the on-street car parking fees and charges was progressed within
the context of a set of guiding principles, the cost of the parking service to the
Council and ongoing investment in the parking management service. Details were
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reported to the September 2019 meeting of the Street Scene & Environment
Advisory Board.

16 Risk Assessment
161 None
17 Equality Impact Assessment
171 The decisions recommended through this paper have a remote or low relevance
to the substance of the Equality Act. There is no perceived impact on end users.
172 Blue Badge holders can park free of charge in the Council’s car parks for up to 23
hours. For Blue Badge holders living in a parking permit area, a Resident Parking
Permit is not required as long as the valid Blue Badge and clock is correctly
displayed. The Blue Badge scheme has recently been extended by Central
Government to include people with “hidden disabilities”. This includes people with
learning disabilities, autism and mental health conditions.
18 Policy Considerations
181 Asset Management
182 Community
183 Customer Contact
19 Recommendations
191 Itis RECOMMENDED that consultation for the proposed on-street parking fees
and charges be progressed, as outlined in sub-sections 1.2 and 1.3 of this
report.
Background papers: contact: Andy Bracey

Annex 1 — Copy of proposed charges

Parking Manager

Robert Styles
Director of Street Scene, Leisure & Technical Services
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